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coasts of France, as Grey had gathered in conversations
with Cambon in July.196
Churchill also was well aware of this danger. Like Mr.
Campbell-Bannerman in 1906,mand like Mr. Asquith in
1911,.198 he perceived that the French would be encouraged
to count upon British assistance; this would virtually create
an obligation and thus limit England's freedom of action.
As he pointed out to Grey: "Freedom will be sensibly
impaired if the French can say that they had denuded their
Atlantic seaboard and concentrated in the Mediterranean
on the faith of naval engagements made with us. [He did
not think that such a statement by the French would be
true, because such a distribution of the fleets was the best
policy for both Governments anyway.] Consider how
tremendous would be the weapon which France would
possess to compel our intervention if she could say, 'On the
advice of and by arrangement with your naval authorities,
we left our northern coasts defenseless/ Everyone must
feel, who knows the facts, that we have the obligation of
an alliance without its advantages, and above all without
its precise definitions." 199
While these Anglo-French negotiations were going on
but before a decision had been reached, it was announced
prematurely, through an inadvertence on the part of one
of M. Delcasse's subordinates, that the Brest fleet was to be
transferred to the Mediterranean. This news, says M.
Poincare, caused great excitement, and was interpreted by
the Press as a sign that an Anglo-French naval agreement
had been definitely concluded.200 This incident gave a new
i»6 Poincare, I, 218.	i»7 See above, ch. iii, at note 188.
108 Cf. Asquith to Grey, Sept. 5, 1911 (Grey, I, 92): "Conversa-
tions such as that between Gen. Joffre and Col. Fairholme seem to me
rather dangerous; especially the part which refers to possible British
assistance. The French ought not to be encouraged, in present circum-
•stances, to make their plans on any assumptions of this kind."
199 Churchill to Grey, Aug. 23, 1912, Churchill, p. 112.
soo Poincare, I, 217.

